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TAI SOPHIA INSTITUTE WILL AWARD 51 MASTER’S DEGREES

AT COMMENCEMENT ON SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2006

Renowned Botanist and Distinguished Institute Faculty Member Dr. James Duke

 Will Deliver Commencement Address


The Tai Sophia Institute, a graduate academic institution for wellness-based education, clinical care, research and public policy discourse based in Laurel, MD, will award 51 master’s degrees at its commencement scheduled for 1 p.m., Sunday, June 11 at the James Rouse Theater, Wilde Lake High School, 5460 Trumpeter Road, Columbia, MD.  The Institute will grant 38 Master of Acupuncture and 13 Master of Science in Herbal Medicine degrees.
James A. “Jim” Duke, Ph.D., author of The Green Farmacy, international expert on the medicinal use of plants and herbs and a distinguished lecturer at the Institute, will deliver the commencement address. After retiring from a 32 year career as an Economic Botanist with the USDA, Duke continued his research on plants and herbs and adds to databases on ecology, nutritional content, folk medicinal uses and chemical constituents of economic plants. He has led more than 40 trips to the Amazon Rainforest to lecture on plant life and culture. As an expert on medicinal plants, he has collaborated with the National Institutes of Health (NIH) National Cancer Institute (NCI) on both their AIDS and cancer-screening programs and later their Designer Food Program (to prevent cancer). He is the recipient of many awards and honors including the Rachel Carson Conservation Award and the American Herbalists Guild Lifetime Achievement Award.

Founded in 1975 as an acupuncture school, the Tai Sophia Institute has more than 900 alumni actively practicing acupuncture and other healing arts around the country. Its current enrollment totals more than more than 320 graduate students. In addition to its degree programs, the Institute offers a wide variety of wellness educational programs that are open to the community. The Institute also maintains clinics for acupuncture treatment and herbal consultations.
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